Grandy’s Country Cookin’

by Murpihy James

me the m-
e e presi-
dent ol Grandy's
Country Cookin®
restaurant  chain
lands you his busi-
card.,  you
Know you are talk-

1SS

ing 1o @ special
oy O thae cared.
Wilter 1 (Ed)
Iohinson guoies
Matthew (1 1:
“ive us this day

our daily bread.”
With $30 million
in his bank ac-
count s a result of
the sale of Gran-
dy’s 1o Saga Cor-
poration in 1983,
Ll seill believes in
the restaurant busi-
ness, his hovhood
fricnd and partner.
his wilfe and six
kids;a non-splashy

life, and The Good ook, That For-
mla bas led 1o huge success.

Questions and More
Questions

It all Ing:m when Johnsan’s par-
ents took in an arphan boy, Rex
Sanders. As 1d-year-olds, Johnson
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Toxas, in 1971, Grawdy's Country Cookin " restatrant chain now afier
ates 100 outlets in 13 states. Each location can seat 140, provides lake-  the
ont and catering services, and even bas a drive-through windouw.

to the o e The
Colopel Laaghed,
wished thean huck,
anel Jeln,

Jolimson el
Sanders were nol
afraied ol hard

waork. They had no
prolilem stirting
work at 4. and
staying with i1 lor
16 hours a day.
The husiness pros
pored. Whian wis
the “secret™ ol the
success ol these
entreprencurs?
“Noo oseorel,” says
Joshnson. “Just

single-minded (-
cus and sacrifice.”
Bt men rejecied
Big lhowuses andd
fancy cars when
first profits
came, Jushnson
conscicntiously

anel Sandders worked as busboys in a
Dallas restaurant. They loved the res
v, And they asked questions,
more yuestions—and maore ques-
tions! 1o high school, Juhnson and
Sanders planned and dreamed of a
restaurant of their own, Their first
venture was delayed by Marine Corps
hitches for both men, bt by age 20
they were in business. They consid-
cred the popularity ol hamburgers
and pizza but decided thae chicken
was the food of the Tutare. 50 they
opened a stund called  Private
Sanders's Chicken A-Go-Go.

Private Sanders and
Colonel Sanders

Iy thae time, the Colonel had fis
chicken empire in full swing, and he
stopped by one time w check out
this other chicken place bearing the
e Sanders. During his visit, Colos
nel Sanders admitted that he was not
a “real” colonel. Rex Sanders, in
turn, really feed been a Marine pri-
vare and, as such, had 1 perlect right
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suved ball his salary 0 order e
serve capital for Tuture venires
Sanders lived inoa onc-room ganigy
agrirtment for 10 years, didn’t own
car, and waiched elevision on an
old, used set. But they hung in there.
They added a second Private Sanders,

Coniinueed un frage 80
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