When the Gipper played Las Vegas
By Harry J. Murphy
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Reagan on slage with the Adorabelfes, the house choris fine ot the Last Frontier

Lang before Wayne Newtosn Leid
claim L the crown of Mr, Las Vegna, &
B-movie actor and Inter-day politician
waw his pame illuminated in lights on
the famaus Sin City Strip.

The woek the Gipper played Las Ve
gas did not gpo down in entertainment
bore ms 8 historyr-making event. Nor did
it pack the heuse or pay big bucks, s

some would later claim, But Ronald |

Heagan showed he was o roal trouper
whio wasn't afreid 1o work when work
he muat,

It wns Februnry, 1954 when Heagen
did his thing on the stage of a focal
casing, The Las Vega Sup reported,
“Fonald Hesgan, of all people, opened
lnst might st the botel Last Frontier."
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What the local newspaper didn't print
wax that he played Lna YVegna
he needed the money.

At about that time, Reagan's show-
business career was in o slump. He had
mode & series of medioere films, in-
cluding Bediime for Boaro, As b tokd
his friend, former Warner Brothers
publicist, Barney Oldfield, *They sont
me five scripta st $75,000 & script. And
| made them all. [ didn't ask sny ques-
tionn. | didn't cause any trouble. Bul
nabody senl me & sizth script.™

Reagan didn't work in films for more
than n year. It was fol an ARy LiEme 1n
hiz lie. He confided to Qldfield, “I'm
liwing Trom guest shat Lo guest shot on
television, and an ocoaaionnl personal

appenrance.” He also hod a pew wils,
Mancy, infamt daughter Patti, and
child support poyments of 5500 per
month for Mauresn snd Micheel, his
children from hin marrisge o Jane
Wyman, The problem was enough
;mnw Lo cover these demands on his
ife.

In hin book, The Heal Reagan, Frank
Van Der Linden cites other lnancial
woes (scing Heagan st this time. "He
was atill burdened with high  income
taxes overdue from his deys of greai
presperity,” Van Der Linden wrote
“He was paying for his ranch and his
home in Pacilic Palissdes out of cur-
renl income and eartying Lhree moft-
guges. He was 318,000 in debd.™
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Al aboul this time Oidfheld hed dim.
ner with Ronald and Nancy st Cha-
sen's Restaurant in Beverly Hilla, Old-
feld reports that pecple were coming
over Lo Heagon asking what he had
been up to lately, and “other terrible
thinga that Hollywood people say when

‘v been innctive for swhile.”

Oldfield was asking Resgrn to nar
rate @ public service film to be made
by Morth American {now Morth Ameri-
cenn Rockwell Co.). Reagan told Old-
febd, “1 would like o do that, but
here's my problem. IF | do this public
service apot, [ have to do it for scale —
$240. If the word gets out that Ronald
Hﬂ.ll.Tl'l only work s el scale, my
price would go down, and 1 couldn®t



